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Audi: the art of engineering

Audi leadership

Audi—the world’s most outstanding front-
wheel-drive cars had their beginnings more
than 100 years ago. Even before anyone in
Europe or America witnessed the first success-
ful automobile, the essential characteristics of
precision, craftsmanship and innovation
existed among workers and designers in the
enterprise that eventually led to building
motorcars.

What started as a Bavarian textile machinery
manufactory, developed into the building of
bicycles and motorcycles. By 1900, the
Bavarian firm was a frontrunner—having
captured many speed records, even the first
world motorcycle record—77 mph—in 1909.

Concurrently, another legendary German
auto pioneer, August Horch, built his first car
in 1903. Horch chose for his cars the name
Audi, because it was the Latin equivalent of
his own name, which, in German, means “to
listen”.

In an amazing few years, Horch and his Audi
racers were influencing European racing
events. Audi machines were not only very
fast, but were endowed with an uncanny
durability: they held together to finish the
race. And, most Audi models even then repre-
sented some daring new design innovations—
far ahead of competition.

Among them the renowned 1910 Audi
Doppelphaeton (a touring car with a double
set of seats—radical for the times) and the
intriguing Zweisitzer (two-seater). The latter
was unusual in that, unlike most sportscars,
the two passengers were seated front to back
rather than side by side. The little Zweisitzer
of 1913 enthralled the sportscar fanciers of
the day.



By 1911, Audi machines had already captured
three titles in the Austrian Alps Run—one of
the most grueling races of its day. And, in the
1914 Alpine Rally, five Audis finished ahead
of a field of 33 competitors.

Audi’s leadership is best known—in the
annals of automotive development—for the
1931 “Front” Cabriolet. It was the first Audi
to use front-wheel drive—an engineering
design that has been painstakingly perfected
during the ensuing half century. Front-wheel
drive is still used in all modern Audi

motorcars.

In 1932, Audi joined forces with three other
marques (Horch, DKW, and Wanderer) to
become Auto Union AG. The four inter-
locking silver rings on the front of today’s
Audis symbolize these four nameplates.

Down through the years, design leadership
and engineering innovation have traveled
hand in glove with a very strong commit-
ment to craftsmanship and quality. As a
result, today’s Audis represent remarkable
developments in the art of engineering—and,
coincidentally, are put together with a skill
and pride few other carmakers have matched.

Today, many of Audi’s “catch-up” com-
petitors are “rushing” into front-wheel-drive
production. It should be extremely reassuring
to you, to know that Audi has led the way—
not for a few years—but for half a century!

1. Auio Unlon's fameus é<liter, 16-cylinder Gran Prix racer.
. Owr original front-wheel-drive car: the 1931 “Front® Cabriolet.

X Audl's legacy for lunury stems from this elegamt 1939 Horch.

The face of the future exists today—at Audi

Vehicle reliability, engine fuel efficiency,
meaningful reductions in aerodynamic drag
are pursued with an intense dedication in the
development centers at Audi. The results
speak for themselves: the world’s first, mass-
produced 5-cylinder gasoline engine—further
enhanced by a turbocharged combustion

system that makes horsepower out of thin air.

The world’s largest climate-controlled wind
tunnel belongs to the manufacturing group
of which Audi is a part. Huge enough to test
the aerodynamics of a full-size railroad
locomotive, it is used to prove the
engineering theory behind the tasteful
execution of Audi’s vehicle shapes.

Audi engineers use virtually every state-of-
the-art apparatus and technique to develop
advanced motorcars. Advanced in fuel-
efficiency, in driving reliability, in operating
dependability. There are “cold rooms” and
“hot rooms” along with “engine-noise rooms”
and “water-drench chambers” at the Audi
Research Center. Still, all of these enviable
resources, all of this commitment to
excellence, is but “the tip of the iceberg” in
today’s Audi technology.

To build a thing of pride and beauty and then
deliberately set out to destroy it—through
calculated abuse and punishing, round-the-
clock driving schedules—seems a shame. Yet,
how else could Audi engineers and craftsmen
prove the wisdom and correctness of their
work . . . prior to building thousands of
copies for world distribution?

Audi’s corporate test facilities are
outstanding—even in Germany, where
thorough engineering has historically been a
hallmark. There is a corporate commitment
to testing and development that is virtually

unrivalled. Audi management has as its goal:
bringing to market superior motorcars to lead

the industry.

At Audi, you will discover that the science of
ergonomics—dealing with human comfort
and efficiency in manufactured products—is
put to work making Audi cars fit you better.
The results are a joy to experience! Our cars
are easy to enter. Our seats let you sit high,
with outstanding comfort and confidence.
There’s support for your back and your
thighs—with “just the right amount” of
padding—for all-day touring. Instruments are
scientifically grouped, and switches for major
controls are at your fingertips.

Audi provides you with outstanding visibility,
a superb suspension system, the most com-
fortable seat belts you've ever worn—all
“packaged” in a taut, harmonious shape with
lines and proportions that are both classic and
elegant.

The “fit and finish” of today’s Audi motorcars
represents a pride that harkens back to our
beginnings over a century ago in Bavaria.
The long-held tradition of “doing it better
than it has to be done” prevails throughout
our assembly lines. The results are yours to
enjoy: the way the sheet metal “flows”
without flaw, the way doors open and close,
and the manner in which an Audi 5-speed
shifts precisely from one gear to the next.

Our engineers, designers, and craftsmen
pride themselves in the knowledge of your
ultimate appreciation of the Audi you choose
to own.



Audi Coupe

The 5-cylinder, fuel-injected, front-wheel-drive Grand Touring Coupe.




he art of engineering...
portrayed best in The Coupe.

In the world of motorcars there exist extremely few
genuine Grand Touring Coupes. They are recognized
by their impressive performance potential and their
eminent suitability for extended touring.

The Coupe from Audi is precisely such an automobile,
It is the only front-wheel-drive, 5-cylinder Coupe in
the world. Advanced CIS fuel-injection is standard
equipment, of course. Zero to 50 is attained briskly, in
a mere 7.4 seconds, with the 5-speed manual
transmission; and top speed, in 4th gear, is 109 mph. A
front air dam and rear spoiler, combined with fastback
styling provide a drag coefficient (a measure of air
resistance against a moving vehicle) of 0.39—the
lowest ever achieved for an Audi.

The Coupe provides an interior that looks and feels
like none other. The exceptionally handsome tweed
cloth (shown here) is standard as are the open-style
headrests. At your option, the seats can be upholstered
in supple, dark brown, genuine leather.
Instrumentation is in keeping with the Grand Touring
tradition ... tachometer with integrated quartz clock,
speedometer with trip odometer, voltmeter, oil-
pressure gauge and oil-temperature gauge. A 5-speed
transmission is standard. A 3-speed automatic
transmission is an option.

Discerning touring enthusiasts will find that the Audi
Coupe lives up to their expectations, without
compromise.
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